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I. Basis of the report 


1 . This report has been drawn on the basis of {Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation 
under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to the report since they do not contain amendments. )\ 


| | the international application as originally filed. 
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1 1 0 
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pages 


, as originally filed, 
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pages 


, filed with the letter of 






Daees 


, filed with the letter of 
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, as amended under Article 19, ' 
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Nos. 


, filed with the letter of 
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^ the drawings, 


sheets/fig 1" 

sheets/fig 

sheets/fig 


, as originally filed, 
, filed with the demand, 
, filed with the letter of 


... * 




sheets/fie 


, filed with the letter of 
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2. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 






1 1 the description, 


paees 






1 1 the claims, 


Nos. 






1 1 the drawings, 


sheets/fig 






^ I ~~| This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered 
' — to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 


4. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 



citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims ]_9 YES 

Claims NO 

Inventive step (IS) Claims 1.9 YES 

Claims NO 

Industrial applicability (I A) Claims 1-9 YES 

Claims NO 



.2. . Citations and explanations 

See supplemental sheet 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-9 



1-9 



1-9 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

1. This report makes reference to the following 
documents : 

Dl: US-A-6 037 572 (COATES DONALD A ET AL) 

14 March 2000 (2000-03-14) mentioned in the 
application 

D2: DE-A-31 05 065 (LICENTIA GMBH) 19 August 1982 

(1982-08-19) mentioned in the application 
D3: US-A-3 869 596 (HOWIE JOHN R) 4 March 1975 
(1975-03-04) . 

2. The present application complies with the 
requirements of PCT Article 33(2), because the subject 
matter of Claim 1 is novel. 

3. The present application complies with the 
requirements of PCT Article 33(3), because the subject 
matter of Claim 1 involves an inventive step- 

4.1 The invention pertains to a ceramic hob comprising a 
glass or glass-ceramic hotplate, an electrical heating 
element layer, and a thermally injected insulating layer 
between the hotplate and the heating element layer, as 
known from document Dl or D2 . 
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The closest prior art is document Dl or D2, from which the 
claimed invention differs by the characterizing portion of 
Claim 1 : 

a thermally injected bonding layer made of a ceramic 
material is provided on the hotplate. 

4.2 Claim 1 is therefore regarded as novel . 



4.3 Inventive step: 

The above-mentioned characterizing portion of Claim 1 
ensures greater electrical safety. of the hotplate as well 
as greater long-term stability, notwithstanding the 
different coefficients of expansion of the layers. 

The technical problem can be regarded as that of producing 
a ceramic hotplate which comprises a cooking system that 
has a more stable structure during heating. 

No document that was mentioned in the search report 
describes, either alone or in combination, how this 
stability could be achieved in the characterizing portion 
of Claim 1 . 

Only a metallic layer and a ceramic insulating layer 
covering the metallic layer are mentioned in D2; thus, two 
ceramic layers are not present. 

In document Dl, only one or more ceramic insulating layers 
are mentioned, but no bonding layer. 

In document D3, the bonding layer is omitted in the case of 
injection. 

It is impossible for a person skilled in the art to modify 
the above-mentioned documents, because the prior art is too 
remote . 
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The combination of Dl and D2 or D3 would not be obvious, 
because the subject matter of Dl, D2 and D3 is too 
different from the subject matter of Claim 1. 

Consequently, Claim 1 involves an inventive step. 

5. Claims 2 to 9 are dependent claims which, in 
conjunction with Claim 1, comply with the requirements of 
PCT Article 33(2) and (3). 



6. V The industrial applicability of . the subjects of . ' 
Claims 2 to 9 is beyond doubt. Consequently, Claims 2 to 9 
comply with the requirements of -PCT Article 33(4) . 
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